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5 Fa 8 , 


ly Meetings, where this awd Come. 
Dear Friends, and Brerhren: | 


have known the good and bleſſed beginning of 
the work of God in your hearts; (tho! not ſo 


Ul you I am chiefly concerned to write, dur 


Early as ſome have done) by the living appearance of 


his right Power, and quickening Spirit of Life, in and 
| 1 Feſus chriſt, manifeſted. 


Happy are you, and happy ſhall you be, if you keep 
cloſe to the working and operation thereo our In- 


ward retired waiting upon the Lord, in your ble ed Meet- 
ings and when abſent with, - from one wy and time to 
another. 

And in ſo waiting, and keeping cloſe to the Divine 
power, it will work a 44 in you, not only to con- 
vince of fin and unrighteouſneſs, but to convert your 
hearts; ſo that inſtead of a Stony heart, a heart of fleſh 
will be given: the one is hard the other ſoft and Tender. 

| Now 


ee 8. 


To be Read in all your Monthly and Quarter 3 


/ 


a. R 
* 


Nou you that have known the beginning of the work 
of God on this wiſe, you have known judgment to Seize 
upon you; and to be ſet up and Executed in you, upon 
the old perverſe nature, and unruly will, that too many 
love and follow. 1 V' 
Lou have known or muſt know, Godly ſorrow, weep- 
ing, mourning, ſpiritual] pain, yea Quaking and Trem- 
bling: Self to be denied, and the daily Croſs to be born. 
For the Truth cannot be purchaſed, to have it in poſ- 
eſſion but with the Loſs of all things. For they that 
are not willing to ſuffer, loſs of Goods. Impriſonment, or 
otherwiſe, for Chriſt's ſake when required; ſuch love that 
they are not willing to loſe for Truth better than Chriſt; 


notwathitanding, how they may flatter themſelves, or 
make their own peace. 1 = 
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ow do they Love Truth and Righteouſneſs, that will 
not ſo much as uſe the plain Language to Every ſingle Per» 
fon? what is it can be Expected ſuch will loſe, or part 
with for the Truth, that are not willing to take up the 


Croſs in the Leaſt of things. 


Well, they that make a Light matter of little and 
ſmall things ſhall never be made Rulers over more, un- 
til they be faithful in them, (mark and take good notice 
of that) for it is too Evident ſuch as have known the Good 
and Bleſſed beginning of the work of God in them, if they 
have not been faithful thereto, they have neglected to 
| Keep to the Power by which the Lord our God never fails, 
to work alhour Works both in us and for us; as we with 
dilligence and true fear keep thereunto. VV 
Stand faſt according to our Antient Teſtimony, againſt 
all Oaths and Swearing, and let your Ja be Ica, and your 
Nay Nay leaſt you fall into Condemnation, James 5. 12. For 
as Chriſt Jeſus ſaid, who gave the Command, not to Swear 
at all, let your Communication be Tea Tea, * Nay Nay, for 
whatſoever is more than theſe cometh of. Euill.. Mat. 5. 37. 
obſerve this well alſo... << LEG... 6107 2455 
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Be very careful that none let their Teſtimony fall - 


gainſt that great oppreſſion of Tirhes (whoſoever may de- 
mand them) for thoſe who do ſo, manifeſt themſelves to be 
Unfaithful, in their Teſtimony for our Lord Feſws Chriſt. 

To begin well, and to continue ſo unto the End, makes 
a bleſſed and happy Ending; for it is the End that Crowns 
all. But they have little hope to end well, that never 


knew a Good and Right begining; for that is in Fudgment, . 
and the Fudement muſt be patiently kept to, and dwelt 


in, and then men will find mercy mixed with Judgment. 
But ſome are apt to cry out againſt Judgment and 
FJudging, becauſe they love it not in themſelves, tho! their 


condition deſerves it, but are all for mercy, without, or 


before Judgment, which cannot be. Remember David, 
who ſaid (ſpeaking to the Lord) how do I love thy judg- 
ments: And the Apoſhle ſaid if we would judge our ſelves, 
we ſhould not be judged. 5 „ 
So I ſay, unto ſuch of you as have only made a Pro- 


feſſion of the Truth, a Longer, or ſhorter time, it is great - 
ly needful for you all to know the good and bleſſed be- 


gining of the work of God in your own hearts, and if fo 


you will know what it is to die daily, die to. ſelf, die 
to your wells, die to your Natural Inclinations, die to the 
worldly and Earthly mindedneſs, yea whatſoever the Light 
of the Lord Jeſus, makes manifeſt, that hinders the go- 
ing on of the work of God in you, and your growth and 
Proſperity in the bleſſed truth: you muſt know a dying 
to it all, or you cannot come to live unto God. And my 
Soul's deſire is that you might all live to him, who make 
mention of his name, in the ſmalleſt meaſure. ' So you. 


that have known the Good begining of the work of God, 
in you, and a keeping in your hearts cloſe thereunto, as 
thoſe that know your faith to ſtand in the Power of God, 
you will know a Growing in grace, and from one degree 


of holineſs to another, and ſo witneſs Life through death; 
for as the Apoſtle Paul ſaid; Tam Cruci ſied with Chrift, ne- 
verthelefs I Live, yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in me, and 
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the life which I now live, in the fleſh, T live by the faith of 
the Son of God: obſerve, the Life that I now live; which 
beſpeaks he lived another life before Chrift was revealed 
in bur ſo here is a true Teſtimony of a Change wrought 
in him. 9 3 
This is the way for you all, Dear Friends, to come to 
know what it is to be born again, and fo to be a new Crea- 
ture, Created again in Chriſt Jeſus, unto newneſs of Life, 
to ſerve the living God therein, fo that you will come 
to witneſs, and Experience, what it is to grow from the 
Degree of a Child, to the Stature of a Young Man, and fo 
to be as Fathers, and Elders in the Church. As Job in, 
his General Epiſtle, ſaid I write unto you little Children 
that you fin not, and unto you Toung Men becauſe you are 
ſtrong and the word af God abideth in you, and you have o- 
wercome the Wicked one, I have written to you Fathers, be- 
cauſe you have known him that is from the F aan} 5 
So the deſtre of my heart, and breathing of my ſoul un- 
to the Pure God for you all is, that you may on this wiſe, 
and in this manner as I have ſaid, know a growing in 
Grace, Purity, Holineſs, and Saving Knowledge, and that 
through faith in Chrift Jeſus, as thoſe that know your 
faith to ſtand in his power to the full finiſhing and per- 
fecting of he work of God in you, that {o you may ſe- 
riouſly Conſider, and lay to heart, wherefore the Lord 
hath done what he has done for you, which aſſuredly is 
not that you ſbould ſerve your ſelves, and this world; 
but to ſerve him the Living God in truth and Faithfulneſs, 
not only upon the account of worſhip, tho, chiefly there- 
In, but alſo in an holy converſation uſing the Power the 
Lord hath Enabled and abillitated you with, in a- 
naging, maintaining, keeping and upholding, Goſpel 
Order and Diſcipline : in and under 4 Living Concern there- 
of, and ſenſible true weightineſs therein. the Lord pre- 
ſerve and keep you all. 6 7 
And now unto all you who have been more early cal- 


led and viſited in the viſitation of the Day ſpringing from 


ON 


5 LIE: 
on high, that have been made witneſſes of the work of 
God in you, by his own Power to fit and prepare you as 
Inſtruments in his hand, for his Work and Service, I ſay 
unto you keep your firſt love, and hold faſt your confi- 
_ dence and true zeal, for the Lord, his Name, Truth and 
Glory, both Men and Women in all your Meetings. 

And all Friends, Everywhere, who are called to Wor- 
ſhip God in Spirit and Truth, keep your firſt day, and 
week day Meetings; and when you are met, be true in 
heart in waiting upon the Lord; that you may not offend 
him, nor grieve his holy Sp:rit; nor burthen the tender- 
hearted ones, by giving way to a Spirit of Number, what! 
is any one ſo careleſs and void of fear toward God, not ſo 
much as to ſay to your ſelves, what did I come here for 
this day? perhaps one good thought and Conſideration 
might beget another to ſtir thee up to fervency of ſpirit, 
and not to ſpend any of thy time careleſly, and ſo go a- 
way without profit or Refreſhment (as thou came) now 
can any one under a Profeſſion of the truth, and worſhip: 
of God, content and ſatisfle themſelves thus, from one 

day and week to another ? 335 
I know no Clearer Evidence that can be given of a fal- 
ling away, and loſing Zeal for the Lord, and true wor- 
ſhip, then when any one begins to negle& keeping to Meer- 
inge, it beſpeaks Coldneſs of Love, and drawing back, 
inſtead of going forward; and if any man draw back my 
ſoul hath no pleaſure in him ſatth the Lord. | | 
So Dear Friends, you that are called to be Eders, and 
Overſeers in the Church of Chriſt according to the ordi- 
nation of God, and the holy Apoſtles: carefully mind 
your work and ſervice therein, both Men and Women , 
and when you are concerned to deal with any for their 
looſe living, and diſorderly walking : Who thereby give 
many offences, both Publickly and particularly, cauſing 
Truth to ſuffer, and making the hearts of the Righteous 
' ſad; beſure that you give to ſuch Goſpel order: but be 
rather more ſure that you do it in a Goſpel Spirit, which 
| is 
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is Meek and Lowly, always having a regard to the ſoul, 
forgiving and paſting by what may be forgiven accor- 
ding to Truth, and Goſpel order. 
There is a great difference of offences, Peter ſaid to Chriſt, - 
bow often ſhall I forgive my Brother. (Seven times) Jeſus 
faid unto him, I ſay unto thee not only Seven times, but 
70. times Seven: Now ſome becauſe of this often for- 
giveneſs, would always be forgiven, without repent ing 
of the offences they have given; and continue ſtill offen- 
ding Which beſpeaks they are willing to Flatter them- 
ſelves, and would have mercy before judgment. 43 
It is true, we muſt forgive all offences, and Treſpaſles 
againſt us committed; or elſe ours will not be forgiven ; 
but it doth not therefore follow (tho we fo forgive) that 
this will aquit or clear the offenders, of their oftences and 
treſpaſles, in the ſight of God, and his people; Conſider 
this well, if thy Brother offend thee reprove him (but be 
ſure it be in the ſpirit of Love, and meekneſs) if he hear 
thee. thou haſt gained thy Brother; but if he will not, 
Take two or three, and if he will not hear them, acquaint 
the Church, ſaid Chriſt. . 
There are many offences greater than offences _ A 
Brother, andyet ſuch offences riſe to too great a highth, 
many times, and do great hurt, be careful to nip them 
in the bud, and when you are to deal with offenders, 
where any tenderneſs doth appear, lay hold on that, and 
do what you can to help and {ſtrengthen ſuch; and be not 
ſhy and ſtrange one to another; that begets nothing for 
God and Truth. L 
Do not ſay I ſee this, and know the other, and tell it 
behind back, before the party is ſpoken to; but if any in 
dealing with them, prove ſtubborn, and wilful, and will 
not take Councel, and advice: nor be ſubject to Goſpel or- 
der, nor condemn their Evil deeds, and actions, by giving 
forth a publick Teſtimony againſt themſelves, to clear 
Friends and Truth Then you ovght to give forth a pub- 
lick Teſtimony againſt them, when you have done what 
Wi | you 


EB 


you can to reclaim them, and not to let unruly Spirits 
come over you; {uch as abound in their own-ſenſe and 
judgment, but will not be ſubje& to any body's elſe. Be- 
| ſure you be clear of that your ſelves, that you deal with 
others for, ſo that things be well at home; and that there 
be no difterence between husband and wife, and that your 
Children be trained up in the Fear of God; as becomes 
the truth, and not ſuffer them to run into, and follow 
the vain cuſtoms and antick fooliſh Changeable faſhions, 
of the world; with their corrupt confuſed Language, of 
yee and you to a ſingle perſon; and none to be unequally 
yoked in Marriage. | | — 

Be at peace among your ſelves, both Men and Women, 
in all your Meetings; and ſpeak in order to Edifiation, 
Dear Friends keep in the unity of the Spirit, which is the 
bond of peace, and the God of Love and peace, keep and 
preſerve you all therein, faithful unto the End, Amen. 

And ſo I bid you farewell in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
who do remain your lovingly concerned Brother for 
your Eternal Good. e 


Given forth at Street in Somerſet-ſhire the 
4th of the 7th Month, 1708. 


FOHN BANCKS. 
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